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MEMBERS’ NEXT MONTHLY MEETING    —     THURSDAY 6th JUNE 

Doors for the Members Monthly meetings at the Grange Hall will not open before 2pm with the meeting  

starting between about  2.15pm-2:30pm or as soon as everyone is seated and has obtained refreshments.  

 

    FROM THE CHAIR 

What goes on in the Background 
         Many of you will know that we have set up a new Table Tennis Group, but what you may not appreciate is the 
work that goes on in the background to enable this to happen. In this instance, our Groups Coordinator checked out 
5 or 6 local venues against the criteria that they should a) be  able to accommodate Table Tennis and b) have 
capacity to store the Table Tennis Table when not  in use. This latter requirement to store the table ruled out most 
possible premises with the exception of the Shelford Village Hall and Boys Brigade Hall in Radcliffe, both of which 
already have a table, which is suitable for use by our Group.   
       After consultation with those who registered an interest in playing, it was decided to use the Boys Brigade Hall 
located in the centre of Radcliffe and thus convenient for most people. We have only needed to purchase Table 
Tennis Bats, Balls and a new Net and by the time you read this the Group will have started playing.  
       Recently another committee member went through a similar experience in setting up two new Tai Chi Groups, 
both of which were initially very successful. However, we have since had to close them both down as a u3a group, 
although they continue as a commercial venture. This was because no member was willing to become Group Leader 
and undertake the very limited tasks needed for the Group to continue under the auspices of our u3a.  
      So, what are the tasks imposed on the Group Leader to ensure a Group remains viable?  Basically these 
include unlocking the venue (if applicable), and securing when leaving. Keeping a register of members and 
collecting their payments. These tasks can be shared amongst group members to reduce the burden on the Group 
Leader. Monies collected can be handed to the Treasurer at the monthly meeting in Grange Hall. To ensure the 
group succeeds it is vital that its members keep in touch with the leader (eg by WhatsApp or Email) to advise if they 
are not able to attend a meeting.  
       There are over 40 thriving groups in Radcliffe and the members of the Committee are always available to 
support our Groups, but cannot be responsible for the day to day running of those Groups.  
           We rely on and thank all of our Group Leaders for without them our u3a could not exist. 

                                                                                                    George Roberts 

JIVE GROUP DEMONSTRATION AT APRIL u3a MONTHLY MEETING 

u3a stall—Village Show 

(Banner head photo by courtesy of the Photo Group—Ed} 

APPEAL FOR MEMBERS TO JOIN THE u3a COMMITTEE 

     We are always encouraging our u3a members to join our Committee. The idea is to give an opportunity to members to take an 

interest in how our organisation is run. It is not essential but you might have had past experience or the skills needed to support, 
plan or organise. If you are interested and  feel you would like to help, in any way, to maintain or develop the Radcliffe on Trent 
u3a please speak to any u3a helper or committee member at our monthly meetings.  

     To date we have had no success with our search for a new Treasurer and Speaker Finder. These are both crucial roles but 

with different skill sets.  

      WITHOUT A TREASURER IT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE FOR OUR U3a TO CONTINUE.        TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 

                                               Please talk to any committee member or email the editors 
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CLASSICAL MUSIC GROUP 
 

We meet every 3rd Thursday in the month 10.30 - 12.30 at the Dowson Room The Grange. All 
welcome.  No previous knowledge needed. Refreshments provided in the interval. The price is £2 
including tea, coffee and biscuits.  Listen and relax at our next meeting on Thursday 20th June.  

 
Group leader Michael Riggall. Contact at michael.riggall@ntlworld.com   

We extend a very warm welcome to the following new members 

   Russell Foderingham, Jeanette Foderingham, Christine Mace and Brian Wildeman 
 
                                      Melanie Gregg        Membership Secretary 

                                                   FILM  APPRECIATION GROUP 
 
Will the real Amy Winehouse please stand up! 
 
      That was the dilemma facing our Group as we unpicked 'Back to Black'; the superstar's biopic.  Or was it? 
This film is a sanitised version of the life of an amazing, if self destructive, talent.  A love story even?  
      In it, Brent, Amy's one time husband, is an engaging Jack the Lad, not at all the violent waster with a 
continuing criminal record and Mitch, the ever supportive doting Dad, not just the father of a meal ticket.   
      Without the spice and despite the acting and amazing voice of Marisa Abela, playing Amy, we found the 
storyline weak and voted it accordingly. 
      However, one of our number admitted his average vote was more to do with being a 'Winehouse Virgin'(!) 
Readers will no doubt be relieved to learn his continuing membership is under consideration...... 
 
               David Richards     Film Appreciation Group Leader.   Contact at dprbrill10@gmail.com 

                             GEOLOGY & ENVIRONMENT STUDIES GROUP  
 
             Our last meeting, on 14th May, featured Greg Chapman presenting a highly interesting illustrated talk on 
Rift Valleys.  
       These geological features are elongate fault-controlled  trench-like depressions often a thousand or more 
feet deep which extend 100s or 1000s of kilometres in length and are often characterised by chains of 
volcanoes. He described a number of examples including apparently the largest, Lake Baikal in Russia, 
which  contains the greatest  body of freshwater in the world.  
       Greg's  great knowledge of such was triggered when he spent three post grad years field mapping and 
researching the Kenya Rift which work resulted in a number of maps and publications. The Kenya Rift is also the 
site of many findings of the bones of ancestral human species from which our own species, Homo sapiens, 
eventually evolved.   
                   This subject can be expected to be expanded on in future presentations by our group.  
 
      You may like to note that our next meeting, on Tuesday 11th June, is  planned as a visit to the Bradgate Park 
area of Leicester where rocks of the Precambrian age are exposed. These are more than 600 million years old 
and have recently been found to contain fossils of primitive life forms.  We are hoping to get permission to view 
these as their  location is guarded. This visit would include walking several miles and taking a picnic lunch. For 
planning purposes it would be helpful to know how many might be coming so please respond, preferably by 
email.  More details will be supplied in due course. 
           
                 Martin Clarke,   Group Leader       Contact on   sumatraman947@gmail.com  

                                                SPEAKER FOR OUR JUNE  MEMBER’S MEETING. 

Mr Danny Wells will feature a talk about Sir Joseph Paxton. He was a pre-eminent English Gardener, 

Architect, Engineer and Member of parliament who is best known for designing the Crystal Palace. 

                                                                                          Carol White 

mailto:michael.riggall@ntlworld.com
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                             BOULES GROUP 
We have started our new season with a couple of detailed changes. 
We need two new players and a new Group Leader. 
            Being a new player should not stop anyone applying.    We 
are such a relaxed Group that we might even prefer someone who 
has never played before! 
                Don’t be put off by not having a set of Boules either.  We 
have collected several sets over the years as players have had to 
retire. 
                We are in the process of appointing a new Group 
Leader.  If you are not careful you could even be elected as my 
replacement as soon as you apply! 
     Contact    Al Reed    on         alnmo9@btinternet.com  

Trips and Outings Group 
Trentham Gardens & World of Wedgwood 

                            We have planned a visit to Trentham Gardens & the World of Wedgwood on Tuesday 17th September. 

At Trentham Gardens you will have the option of exploring the Shopping Village with its wide range of interesting shops and cafe. 

Next door to the Village is the excellent Garden Centre with a wide selection of Plants side by side with Garden Furniture, 

clothing and many useful household items. 

           (For those who are interested in visiting the Garden this will involve an additional fee of £11-50.} 

We will leave Trentham for short journey to Wedgwood at 12-30pm, arriving about 1pm. We will split into 2 groups of 25 at 1-

30pm and 1-45pm respectively for a Tour of the Factory. We will then move to the Tea Room for Afternoon Tea  

Following which there will be time to visit the Museum and Factory Shop before we re-join the coach for our trip back to Radcliffe. 

So a full and interesting day is guaranteed. 

               Wedgwood Museum                                                Shopping & Garden Centre                                   Wedgwood Gardens 

Entrance to Trentham Gardens Shopping Village and The Garden Centre is free. 

The cost including Coach Travel, entrance to Wedgwood, including a 45 minute Guided Tour of the Wedgwood Factory, followed by  

Afternoon Tea and a visit to the Museum and Shop is   £30-00 ( but see note above)     Tickets onsale on 6th June. 
                 Contact            George Roberts on    gjandm.roberts@gmail.com 
 

URGENT PS      Due to a member’s ill health we have 2 tickets available for the Kilworth Theatre show “Singing in the 

Rain” on 3rd July. . 

   If interested please contact George Roberts (see above)  or Sandra Straw on sandrastraw 50@gmail.com 

AVIATION GROUP 

The next meeting of the Aviation Group will be on Tuesday 4 

June at 2pm in the Trent Room in the Grange Hall.   

           There is a £4 entrance charge – cash only please. 

Our speaker will be our old friend, Brian Cleary, who will talk 

about:     The activities of No 51 Sqn in the Cold War. 

    51 Sqn is the RAF’s intelligence gathering Sqn, (known as 
the sneaky-beaky Sqn!) and is, and always has been, deeply 
shrouded in secrecy. Brian will talk about some of its activities 

in the Cold War that are now declassified. 

  Contact  - Adrian Cresswell  on        crela7@gmail.com 
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NOTE FROM THE EDITORS 

To all our Group Leaders thank you for articles and contributions especially photos to keep members informed of 

what you do. 

Please continue to send us your items, articles, photos or sketches to: radcliffeu3a.news@gmail.com  

Our next issue is our  JULY Issue No 91 

The deadline for articles please is  21st JUNE, 2024 

  The editors assume we have your permission to quote e-mail addresses and telephone numbers unless you advise 

us not to. Please also let us know who took the photos you submit. Thanks 

Rod & Patrick Co-Editors 

     THE FRIENDSHIP & SUPPORT GROUP A 
 
   In April  the Friendship Group had lunch at The Buttercross in 
Bingham Market Place before going to view the Art Exhibition in 
Bingham Library in the precinct where the Grange Art Group from 
Radcliffe had displayed their artwork during the month.    (See photo) 
    For further details about the group contact  
 
                                 Rodney  Fogg Tel :  07971537119 

       The interest groups you could enjoy if a member of Radcliffe on Trent u3a 
 Our Members Week 

On a Monday 

Weekly : Boules :  Bridge : Croquet : Keep Fit : IT Skills 

Monthly : Film Appreciation : Friendship & Support A : Friendship & Support B 

On a Tuesday  

Weekly  : Lets Go Bowling  

Fortnightly : French Conversation  

Monthly : Aviation : French Beginners : Photography 

               Knit & Natter : Wine Tasting   

On a Wednesday 

Weekly : Fit & Toned : Strictly Jive : Scottish Country Dancing  

Fortnightly : Art : Table Tennis 

Monthly : Discussion : Healthy Eating/Cooking : Geology & Environment 

               Real Ale Group : Saxondale Lunch Group 

On a Thursday 

Weekly : Ukulele (Sept to April) 

Fortnightly : Ukulele (May to July) 

Monthly : Gardening ; Family History ; Poetry  :  Play Reading 

                Wine Appreciation : Classical Music : Ukulele  

                Monthly Members Meeting in the Grange Hall usually with a Speaker 

On a Friday 

Weekly : Archaeology 

Fortnightly : Canasta : Scrabble : Whist  :  Board Games 

Monthly : Pub Trail : Books  

Ad hoc Groups – Days Vary 

Trips & Outings : Coach trips to interesting places. 

Coffee Morning Welcome Meetings  -  Local Trips & Outings via Car & Bus 

Church Visits : Walking : 3 Luncheon Groups 

A Warm Welcome Awaits You 

           Why not consider joining us, make new friends, learn new things and use your time in a most positive way.                                                                                        

Contact : George Roberts – 07971 593802 

                                  Have a look on our website >>>>>  rot.u3a.org.uk   

Correct as at May 2024 – Subject to change 


